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6. SCHOOL AREA ASSESSMENTS 

Approach and Relationship to Other Efforts 

Pedestrian safety near Chula Vista schools is a high priority for the City, the school district, and the 
general public. For this reason, the Plan identifies deficiencies surrounding schools and prioritizes 
school areas based on the need for pedestrian improvements.  The effort to assess school areas was 
closely coordinated with the City’s current Community-Based Transportation Plan:  “Kids Walk & 
Bike to School” project, lead by WalkSanDiego.  A chief element of the “Kids Walk & Bike to School” 
project involved walking audits with City staff and community members in the areas around thirty-
six (36) Chula Vista elementary schools to discuss and record barriers to walking safely to and from 
schools.  The deficiency information obtained through the “Kids Walk & Bike to School” audits was 
mapped and is included in this chapter of the plan.  This chapter also includes a prioritized list of 
elementary schools that may qualify for SR2S / SRTS funding to install pedestrian facilities, school 
signage, school crosswalks or other enhancements related to existing or proposed safe routes.  The 
school area deficiency maps and SR2S / SRTS can be incorporated into the City’s future SR2S / 
SRTS grant applications. 

School Area Deficiencies 

The following maps display pedestrian deficiencies within a ¼ mile radius of Chula Vista elementary 
schools.  The information displayed in these deficiency maps was collected by community 
participants during walk audits conducted as part of the Community-Based Transportation Plan:  
“Kids Walk & Bike to School” project.  The “Kids Walk & Bike to School” Walk Audit Reports 
produced by WalkSanDiego were used to generate the deficiency maps presented here.  Table 6.1
presents the set of deficiency types that were identified by study participants.  

Figure 6-1 displays Chula Vista elementary schools labeled with their corresponding school area 
deficiency map figure number.  Figure 6-2 through Figure 6-37 display locations and types of 
deficiencies around each of the thirty-six (36) elementary schools. The school area deficiency maps 
are presented in alphabetical order by elementary school.   

The deficiency maps, school-related public input, and school prioritization provides excellent 
support to the City of Chula Vista for potential future applications for Safe Routes to School grants, 
described in more detail in Section 6.3 of this chapter.  Additional work would need to be conducted 
around the schools to develop pedestrian improvement projects that address the identified 
deficiencies. 
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Table 6.1 
School Area Deficiencies Identified by the Community 

Icon Deficiency 

Missing Sidewalk 

Missing Curb Ramp 

Æ!ý Difficult Crossing / Crossing Issue 

qp! Maintenance Issue 

Æ!ü Parking Issue 

Speeding Traffic 

! Insufficient Lighting 

!c& Criminal Activity 

!1 !2
!#

Deficiency Prioritization 

Æý Jaywalking Issues 

ÅÆÇ! Missing School Sign 

! p
e

o Lack of Bike Parking 

T
!

Traffic Congestion 
!

Æý
!

Visibility Issues 

ll! Landscape Issue 

!V Accessibility Issues 

Æ!ô Cars Driving the Wrong Way 

Æ!Ñ
!

Illegal Turns Issue 

!
Æ!Õ Illegal U-Turns 

Source:  Alta Planning + Design, 12/18/2009
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SR2S/SRTS Funding Prioritization 

The SR2S/SRTS funding priority list enumerates Chula 
Vista elementary schools in order from highest to lowest 
need for pedestrian improvements, according to the 
results of the Pedestrian Master Plan prioritization process 
(for more information on the SR2S / SRTS programs, 
refer to Section 7.1).  The prioritization method 
incorporates seven factors that reflect demand-based and 
deficiency-based need for pedestrian improvements, 
including pedestrian generator and attractor model scores 
(indicating pedestrian demand), pedestrian detractor 
model scores, frequency of public comment, cost of 
improving existing deficiencies, and proximity to land 
uses that are strongly correlated with pedestrian activity.  
The individual rankings associated with each of the seven 
factors were summed to provide an overall priority 
ranking for all roadway segments and intersections across 
Chula Vista.  Citywide, this same prioritization process led 
to defining the top 30 high priority project locations.  The 
SR2S/SRTS funding priority ranking was based on a 
length-weighted average of roadway segments within school attendance areas.  Table 6.2
summarizes the prioritization factors and point system for each factor. 

Table 6.3 and Figure 6-38 show the Chula Vista elementary school SR2S/SRTS funding priority 
based on the prioritization system described in Table 6.2. 
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Table 6.2 
Roadway Segment and Intersection Ranking System 

Factor Points
Pedestrian Demand Model
Very High 4
High 3
Moderate 2
Low 1
Pedestrian Detractor Model (Detractor Scores)
Very High 5
High 4
Moderate 3
Low 2
Very Low 1
Public Comment
Public comments regarding roadway segment (4 to 10 comments per segment) or 2 
Public comments regarding roadway segment (1 to 3 comments per segment) or 1 
No public comment regarding roadway segment or intersection 0 
Proximity to Schools, Parks, and Libraries
< ¼ Mile 2
¼ to ½ Mile 1
> ½ Mile 0
Proximity to Mobile Home Parks
< ¼ Mile 2
¼ to ½ Mile 1
> ½ Mile 0
Proximity Senior Activity Centers & Housing
< ¼ Mile 2
¼ to ½ 1
> ½ Mile 0
Infrastructure Deficiency Cost by School Area
> $178 per foot of roadway 4 
$85 - $177 per foot of roadway 3 
$70 - $84 per foot of roadway 2 
$20 - $69 per foot of roadway 1 
< $20 per foot of roadway 0 

Source:  Alta Planning + Design, March 2010 
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Table 6.3 
Chula Vista Elementary Schools SR2S/SRTS Funding Priority 

Source:  Alta Planning + Design, March 2010 

*Note:  The City has received Safe Routes to School funding to make pedestrian infrastructure improvements surrounding the four schools 
noted in Table 6.3 

Rank School Quadrant Points
1 Calvin J. Lauderbach Elementary* SW 12.79 
2 Vista Square Elementary NW 11.26 
3 John J. Montgomery Elementary SW 10.82 
4 Harborside Elementary* SW 10.69 
5 Castle Park Elementary SW 10.26 
6 Lilian J. Rice Elementary* SW 10.22 
7 Rohr Elementary SW 10.04 
8 Mae L. Feaster Charter Elementary NW 9.56 
9 Otay Elementary* SW 9.41 
10 Mueller Charter Elementary NW 8.86 
11 Rosebank Elementary NW 8.41 
12 Loma Verde Elementary SW 8.34 
13 Hazel Cook Elementary NW 7.76 
14 Hilltop Drive Elementary NW 7.59 
15 Greg Rogers Elementary SE 7.20 
16 Valle Lindo Elementary SE 7.07 
17 Ella B. Allen Elementary NE 6.79 
18 Chula Vista Hills Elementary NE 6.51 
19 Park View Elementary SE 6.39 
20 Palomar Elementary SW 6.24 
21 Kellogg Elementary SW 6.18 
22 Clear View Charter Elementary NE 6.11 
23 Halecrest Elementary NE 5.82 
24 Joseph Casillas Elementary NE 5.62 
25 Discovery Charter Elementary NE 4.84 
26 Burton C. Tiffany Elementary NE 4.74 
27 Eastlake Elementary NE 4.63 
28 Heritage Elementary SE 4.34 
29 Hedenkamp Elementary SE 4.24 
30 Thurgood Marshall Elementary NE 4.23 
31 Olympic View Elementary SE 4.12 
32 McMillin Elementary SE 4.00 
33 Valley Vista Elementary NE 3.96 
34 Arroyo Vista Charter Elementary SE 3.90 
35 Veterans Elementary SE 3.51 
36 Wolf Canyon Elementary SE 3.31 
37 Liberty Elementary NE 3.21 
38 Salt Creek Elementary NE 3.03 
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